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as a continuation of the oesophagus to the base of the
skull. Prom this peculiarity this portion of the cavity
of the mouth is generally regarded as a distinct space,
and as such described as the pharynx; while the
term "cavity of the mouth" is only applied to the space
between the soft palate and the orifice of the mouth. A
point which we shall presently find of interest is that
the food prepared in the cavity of the mouth 'passes
rapidly through the pharynx before falling into the
oesophagus. In effecting this an important part is played
by the " tongue," a muscular fold lying upon the floor of
the cavity of the mouth, fche free upper surface (dorsum)
of which passes as a convex protuberance (root of the
tongue) into the anterior wall of the pharynx.

During the embryonic development a small growth
appears upon the anterior wall of the pharynx, which
afterwards becomes hollow. It continues growing and
becomes a tube which divides into a right and a left
branch, and each branch continues growing and dividing
till it presents at last the appearance of a highly rami-
fied structure. This forms the groundwork of the lungs,
which for their completion only require the subdivision
of the pulmonary veins and arteries; these vessels unite
at an early period with the tube, the growth and ramifi-
cations of which they then follow. Thus the lungs arise
as an outgrowth, or process of the pharynx. It is evident
that this ramifying tube must be the windpipe, dividing
at first into two branches, each of which passes to a lung,
where it becomes very highly ramified; and since the
windpipe originated as a process of the pharynx, it opens
into and is immediately connected with the latter. The
part adjoining this orifice is termed the larynx, and will
presently be described as a separate organization.

Now, since the pharynx opens into the cavity of the